New data from Strashnaya Cave have revealed previously unknown complexity in hominin occupation of the Altai Mountains, including the first regional evidence for the presence of anatomically modern humans.
layers 10-4, are dominated by thick flakes with large striking platforms, created by radial and orthogonal techniques. Levallois convergent and preferential technologies were used to produce points and flakes . Some artefacts from the Middle Palaeolithic assemblages indicate features of blade production (Figure 3 .10). The tool kit comprises various side-scrapers, truncated-faceted tools, retouched points, and notched and denticulate tools (Figure 3.5 & 3.9) .
The Upper Palaeolithic assemblages (1788 items from horizons 3 1 a, 3 1 b and 3 3 ) include blade and bladelet prismatic cores, and several radial and Levallois cores. The tool kits comprise end-scrapers, retouched blades and flakes, splintered pieces, borers and sidescrapers ( The AMH remains recovered from horizon 3 1 a comprise eight teeth, probably belonging to a 7-9-year-old individual ( Figure 5 ). The metric and morphological features demonstrate similarities with Siberian Upper Palaeolithic remains from the Malta, Listvenka and Afontova Gora sites, while also sharing morphological features with modern Native Americans (Viola 2009; Zubova et al. 2017) (Figure 5 ). the Kara-Bom Early Upper Palaeolithic blade-based tradition with bone points (Figure 4.7) . The third tradition, from horizon. 3 1 a and dating to 20 kyr BC, represents the advanced Upper Palaeolithic with bladelet technology, personal ornaments and bone tools. To date, bone ornaments (red deer incisor pendants) and bone tools (needles) have only been known in the early chronological context in Denisova Cave (Derevianko et al. 2014) . Thus, these finds from Strashnaya Cave significantly complement the evidence for modern behaviour in the region. Andrey Krivoshapkin et al.
